
SUMMIT-UNIVERSITY PLANNING COUNCIL

Board of Directors

Meeting, 2010 May 25

Minutes

The Board of Directors of the Summit-University Planning Council met on Tuesday, 2010 May 25, at the St. Albans Community Room.

Members Present: Jeanette Blankenship, Hugh Cameron, Anderson Cielto, Jeff Gardner, Dick Kleinbaum, Analiese Miller, Rosalie Moore, Dennis Presley, Marquitta M. Ransom, Edward Swanson, Emmerson Ward

Members Excused: Ken Green, Charlie Neimeyer, Brock Obee, Kevin O’Brien, Gerald Ransom, Steve Wilson

Members Absent: Keillen Curtis, Marquitta S. Ransom

Leave of Absence: Rena Moran
Staff Present: Irna Landrum

Guests: Jane McClure, Villager; Ken Isaacson, Twin Cities Housing Development Corporation; Mark Voerding, Ramsey County
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by the Vice Chair, Emmerson Ward, at 7:05 pm.
2. New Member: Hugh Cameron presented a petition for a seat on the Board and was seated for the unexpired term of the vacant Member at Large position.

3. Agenda: Upon motion by Jeff Gardner, seconded, it was

VOTED, That the agenda as distributed be approved.

4. Minutes: Upon motion by Dick Kleinbaum, seconded, it was

VOTED, That the minutes of the meeting of 2010 April 27 be approved as distributed.
5. Committee Reports: 
a. Executive  Committee: The Vice Chair reported on the Committee’s meeting on May 10. The Planning Council has been asked to include the community garden property at Victoria and Concordia on its insurance policy. There will be no added cost to do this, and the Executive Committee approved doing so. The Executive Committee also agreed to support the request of Saint Paul College for a variance in the size of a sign celebrating its centennial, with the proviso that there be a letter of understanding from the College that if the sign becomes tattered during this period it will either be replaced or removed.

b. Leadership and Development Committee: Emmerson Ward, Chair, reported. Work is being begun on the elections to be held on September 11.
c. Community Improvement and Safety Committee: In the absence of the Chair, the Executive Director reported. There will be a kickoff for National Night Out at Phalen Park on June 2.
d. Neighborhood Development Committee: Jeff Gardner, Chair, reported.

i. 838 Selby Avenue: This is the vacant property that was used as a training tool by the Fire Department. The Selby Coalition has asked that SUPC request that the City expedite demolition of it. Upon motion by Jeff Gardner on behalf of the Committee, it was

VOTED, That the Summit-University Planning Council request that the City move demolition of the property at 838 Selby Avenue to the top of the priority list.

ii. 707 Holly Avenue: The application has been laid over and a meeting with the neighbors is scheduled for Friday.

d. Communications and Outreach Committee: Jeanette Blankenship, the new Chair, reported. Content deadline for the Front Porch has been extended to May 28. Redbird will do 5,000 copies. We are looking at how to distribute them; it is proposed to give 100 copies to the Selby Area Community Development Corporation, 100 copies to the SUPC office, and mail out 4,800 copies, probably with the University to Selby area as the priority. 
e. Finance Committee: In the absence of the Treasurer, the Executive Director distributed the April financial reports. She noted that we still need to pay back the $5,000 loan, but that we are in sufficiently good financial shape that that can be done this week.

5. Staff Report: Written reports were submitted by the Executive Director and the Community Organizer. 

6. Old Business: With regard to the American Legion Post: Their application for an entertainment license has been withdrawn. We have not heard anything further from them. 

Neighborhood cleanup will be June 26.

The Selby Avenue Tunnel group is applying for a grant from the Minnesota Historical Society.

The construction of the Subway restaurant is well under way and should be done in about sixty days.

Ken Isaacson from the Twin Cities Housing Development Corporation indicated that they have received a “very important initial allocation” for their work on rehabilitating the property at 754 Concordia Avenue.They will be applying for additiion funding in June and asked for the Council’s support for that.

7. New Business: Plans for the Central Corridor infill stations are now available. There will be public meetings about them on June 2, 16, and 30.

8. Adjournment. Upon motion by Jeanette Blankenship, seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 7:48 pm.
Edward Swanson

Secretary 
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