

SUMMIT-UNIVERSITY PLANNING COUNCIL

Board of Directors

Meeting, 2010 April 27

Minutes

The Board of Directors of the Summit-University Planning Council met on Tuesday, 2010 April 27, at the St. Albans Community Room.

Members Present: Jeanette Blankenship, Anderson Cielto, Jeff Gardner, Ken Green, Keillen Curtis, Dick Kleinbaum, Analiese Miller, Rosalie Moore, Charlie Neimeyer, Brock Obee, Kevin O’Brien, Gerald Ransom, Marquitta M. Ransom, Edward Swanson, Emmerson Ward, Steve Wilson

Members Absent: Nathan Klinkhammer, Dennis Presley, Marquitta S. Ransom, David Youmans

Leave of Absence: Rena Moran
Staff Present: Irna Landrum

Guests: Jane McClure, Villager/Monitor; Linda Jungworth, Assistant to Ramsey County Commissioner Janice Rettman; Jim Lewis and Lisa Morgan, Holly Ashland Laurel Block Club; Kevin Busch, Busch Architects; Andrew V. McGlory, Saint Paul Public Schools
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by the Chair, Steve Wilson, at 7:04 pm.
2. Agenda: Upon motion by Dick Kleinbaum, seconded, it was

VOTED, That the agenda as distributed be approved.

3. Minutes: Upon motion by Ken Green, seconded, it was

VOTED, That the minutes of the meeting of 2010 March 23 be approved as distributed.
4. Committee Reports: 
a. Executive  Committee: The Chair reported on the Committee’s meeting on April 13. He mentioned that the Community Organizer, Lisa Steiger, would be leaving as of the end of August to go to graduate school. He also asked for volunteers to fill the now vacant positions of Treasurer and Communications and Outreach Committee Chair, occasioned by the resignations of Nathan Klinkhammer and Jennifer McCormack respectively.

The 2010 Board elections will be held on Saturday, September 11.

b. Leadership and Development Committee: Upon motion by Edward Swanson on behalf of the Leadership and Development Committee, it was

VOTED, That the proposed Bylaws amendments be approved as distributed.
c. Community Improvement and Safety Committee: Ken Green, Acting Chair, reported. A community-building workshop will be held on Tuesday, May 11, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm, at the Western District Police Station. It will be a potluck dinner, to express appreciation to the block clubs and to raise ideas about new things the block clubs can do.
d. Neighborhood Development Committee: Jeff Gardner, Chair, reported.

i. A “Community Resolution Relating to the Name of the New LRT Line” from University United was presented and discussed. The Board felt that there are still many issues to be resolved. Upon motion by Gerald Ransom, seconded, it was

VOTED, That action on the resolution be tabled indefinitely.

ii.-iv. Requests for variances on the buildings at 1030 University Avenue (Hubbs Center), 270 Lexington Parkway (Oxford Center), and 707 Holly Avenue (Webster School) have been made by the Saint Paul Public Schools for the purpose of erecting new signs. Representatives from the Saint Paul Public Schools, Busch Architects, and the Holly Ashland Laurel Block Club were present for the discussion. The school district plans to spend $10,000 each on new signs for certain school and other buildings to help revitalize the school, bring better connection with the community, and develop better communications. The funding is from capital funds, so there is no effect on the operating budget. The proposal came from a facilities assessment group, which had indicated among other things that Webster School currently has no signs. This is an “opportunity for the school to become part of the community” which is what most of the schools use their signs for.

Members of the block club expressed their concerns about the sign on the Webster School, mentioning that it destroys the distinctive feeling of the neighborhood and that it could be a distinct safety hazard in that it could distract drivers when they are driving through an area that has a heavy traffic of children. They felt that this was the worst way for the school to communicate with the neighborhood and that it is the last thing they should be investing tax dollars in. They also were upset that the school district had made no effort to communicate with the neighborhood before applying for the variance, presenting to them instead a fait accompli.
Upon motion by Jeff Gardner, seconded, it was

VOTED, That the Summit-University Planning Council oppose the request for variance for the proposed Webster School sign given that the illumination and the size and design of the sign are not consistent with the feel of the neighborhood and also because the proposed sign potentially presents a safety issue in distracting automobile drivers, and further that the Council not oppose the request for variance for the Hubbs Center and the Oxford Center signs.

v. Solo Vino/W.A. Frost rosé tasting event. Solo Vino is requesting a variance to hold a charitable event, a rosé tasting event, in its rear patio in conjunction with The Cheeky Monkey on May 16. Upon motion by Jeff Gardner on behalf of the Committee, it was

VOTED, That the Summit-University Planning Council support the Solo Vino request for its May 16 event.

vi. HRA city-owned properties. The Neighborhood Stabilization Program has $58 million in federal money. The Phoenix Corporation has a proposal to purchase and rehab houses owned by the city. The details of the proposal were not entirely clear, so the Board decided to defer any action until such time as we could find out more about the process, especially how potential rehabilitation corporations were notified about the project. 

d. Communications and Outreach Committee: Jennifer McCormack has resigned as Chair, so a new Chair will need to be named. The summer issue of Front Porch should be out the last of May/first week in June.

e. Finance Committee: In the absence of the Treasurer, the Executive Director distributed the March financial reports. We are in good financial shape.

Upon motion by Edward Swanson, seconded, it was

VOTED, That the Chair and the Secretary sign the “Board of Directors Signatures and Acknowledgment” section of the annual report to the Minnesota Attorney General.

5. Staff Report: Written reports for March and April were submitted by the Executive Director and the Community Organizer. 

6. Old Business: There was no old business.

7. New Business: There was no new business.

8. Adjournment. Upon motion by Jeff Gardner, seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 8:34 pm.
Edward Swanson

Secretary 
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