
SUMMIT-UNIVERSITY PLANNING COUNCIL

Board of Directors

Meeting, 2010 March 23

Minutes

The Board of Directors of the Summit-University Planning Council met on Tuesday, 2010 March 23, at the St. Albans Community Room.

Members Present: Jeanette Blankenship, Jeff Gardner, Dick Kleinbaum, Jennifer McCormack, Analiese Miller, Rena Moran, Charlie Neimeyer, Kevin O’Brien, Dennis Presley, Gerald Ransom, Marquitta M. Ransom, Edward Swanson, Emmerson Ward

Members Absent: Anderson Cielto, Keillen Curtis, Ken Green, Nathan Klinkhammer, Rosalie Moore, Brock Obee, Marquitta S. Ransom, Steve Wilson, David Youmans

Staff Present: Irna Landrum

Guests:  Lisa Tabor, African American Heritage Corridor
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by the Vice Chair, Emmerson Ward, at 7:10 pm.
2. Approval of Agenda: Upon motion by Dick Kleinbaum, seconded, it was

VOTED, That the agenda be approved as distributed.
3. Approval of Minutes: It was noted that the date on the December minutes should be December 1, not December 2. Upon motion by Jeanette Blankenship, seconded, it was

VOTED, That the minutes of the 2009 December 1 meeting be approved as corrected.

It was noted that in the February minutes, in item 5.c., the date “March 24” should be “March 28”. Upon motion by Dick Kleinbaum, seconded, it was

VOTED, That the minutes of the 2010 February 23 meeting be approved as corrected.
4. Speakers: Rena Moran announced that she will be filing for election as the representative from House District 65A in the Minnesota Legislature, and that she will be taking a leave of absence from the Board when she files as required by the Bylaws.

Lisa Tabor from the African American Heritage Corridor presented an update on the organization’s activities. Their mission is to “develop and promote the Saint Paul area’s rich black cultural heritage to a standard that will have an impact on the city’s economy through sustainable tourism growth.” Their long-term objective is to develop a statewide network. Their focus areas include: 

· develop Selby Avenue from Dale Street to Lexington Parkway as a robust cultural and commercial corridor with tourism businesses and organization;

· gather and elevate black history as a function of Minnesota history, to create ways to make that history more accessible to visitors, and to help the black community leverage their historic assets;

· provide an environment in which black culture can be cultivated and shared and offer opportunities to explore the dynamics and relationships between black culture and those of others;

· support and execute activities that connect African Americans doing work in the three strategic areas to the information, individuals, and networks they need to be successful.

They are investigating partnering with the Selby Avenue CDC in hopes of building an information center/tourism business incubator/construction business incubator at the SACDC’s property at 940 Selby Avenue; the building would also house the AAHC, other businesses, and a restaurant. They are also working on their Web site and on developing a public art plan for emerging African American artists.

She asked that SUPC keep the heritage corridor in mind when thinking about development in District 8.
5. Committee Reports: 
a. Executive  Committee: The Acting Chair reviewed the actions of the Executive Committee at its March 18 meeting. The hearing on the application to change the zoning of the property at 1039 Ashland Avenue will be on March 22, before the next Board meeting. After discussion, the Executive Committee decided not to support the application.

b. Leadership and Development Committee. The Secretary distributed suggested Bylaws changes to be voted on at the next meeting. These relate mainly to the Board attendance policies and the fact that this year’s Board year has been extended by five months.

c. Community Improvement and Safety Committee: Rena Moran, Chair, reported. Ken Green has agreed to serve as Acting Chair during the Chair’s leave of absence. The first census event was held, and the March 28 one will deal with door knocking. The committee discussed the next meeting of the block club leaders and the proposed walking tour.
d. Neighborhood Development Committee: Jeff Gardner, Chair, reported. Plans for the Subway Foods project and the Traction Power Substation are available in the office. 

(i). 1009 Summit Avenue: The proposal is the construction of a garage that requires a variance. The neighbors on Summit Avenue are in favor of it; the neighbors on Portland Avenue are concerned about possible problems relating to snow in the alley. Upon motion by Jeff Gardner on behalf of the Committee, it was

VOTED, That the Summit-University Planning Council Board of Directors support the request for variance on the property at 1009 Summit Avenue with a note setting forth the concerns about snow handling raised by the neighbors on Portland Avenue.

(ii). 1039 Ashland Avenue: The city staff has recommended that the application not be approved.

(iii). Cheeky Monkey Deli: This is an application to add an exterior deck at the rear of the property and also be licensed to serve beer and wine with food orders at the tables on the front sidewalk. Upon motion by Jeff Gardner on behalf of the Committee, it was

VOTED, That the Summit-University Planning Council Board of Directors support the application by the Cheeky Monkey Deli.
e. Communications and Outreach Committee: Jennifer McCormack, Chair, reported. They are working with a consultant to upgrade the Web site. SUPC is now on Facebook, and people are encouraged to become fans of it. She requested that anyone interested in working on the newsletter let her know. They are trying to update the neighborhood directory; possibly it will be placed on the Web site. Now that the contract with Message Power has been completed, the Executive Director will be serving as Web master.  

e. Finance Committee: In the absence of the Treasurer, the Executive Director distributed the February financial reports. She mentioned that SUPC was not selected to fundraise at Grand Old Days. The annual IRS 990 report is being worked on with the bookkeeper.

6. Staff Report: The Executive Director will email copies of her report and that of the Community Organizer to the Board. A document dealing with a vision for the west end of Selby Avenue as a part of the Selby Revisioning Work is being developed by a group led by Carl Nelson.

7. Old Business: There was no old business.

8. New Business: Jeff Gardner mentioned that four businesses on Selby Avenue and eight apartments in District 8 had recently been broken into. Police have been very responsive. A community meeting with businesses will be held in the next week or so. There are some suspects and some evidence.

9. Adjournment: Upon motion by Dick Kleinbaum, seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 8:32 pm.

Edward Swanson

Secretary 
